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PART IT. 


I N T R O D U C T I O ISn 

W HAT Archimedes faid of the meehanical powers, may 
be applied to Reafon and Liberty ; Had'ixje^ faid he, 
a place, to ftand upon^ might icdfe the 'iMorld! '* 

The revolution of America prefented in politics what was on- 
ly theory in mechanics. So deeply rooted were all the govern- 
inents of the old world, and fo effe<5fually had the tyranny and 
the antiquity of habit eflablifiied itfelf over the mind, that no 
beginning could be made in Alia, Africa^ or Europ^, to reform 
the politicalcondition of man. Freedom had been hunted round 
the globe ; realon was coniidered as rebellion ; and the llavery 
of fear had made men afraid to think. 

But fiich is the irretiftible nature of truths that all itafks, and 
all it wants, is the liberty of appearing. The fun needs no in- 
feription to diftinguifll him from darknefs ; and no (boner did 
the American governments difplay themfelves to the world, than 
defpotifm felt a (l;oek, and man began to contemplate redrefsy 
The independence of America, conuderedinereiy as a reparation 
from England, would have been a matter but of little impor- 
tarxe, had it nonbeen accompanied by a revolution in the prin- 
ciples and practice of governments. She made.a ftand, not for 
herfelf only, but for the world, and looked beyond the ad'^an- 
tkges herfelf could receive. Even the HelBan, though hired to 
fight agai lift her, may' live to blefs his defeat; and England, 
condemning the vicioufnefs of its government, rejoice in its 
mifearriage. 

As Amei'ica was the only fpot in *the political world, where 
the. principles of univerfal reformation could begin, fo. alfo was 
it the beft in the natural world. An affemblage ot circumftances 
eonfpired, not only to give birth, but to add gigantic maturity - 
to its principles. The fceiie which that country prefeiits to the 
eye oi afpe^iatcr, has fomething in it which generates and en- 
courages great ideas. Nature appears to him in magnitude. 
The mighty objedls ke beholds, a6l upon his mind by erlarg ng 
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